
BUILDING  TYPES  
ONLINE
DATABASE



  

 ≥ Large international collection of contemporary buildings: housing, schools, libraries,  
office buildings, museums, sacred buildings, hospitals and other building types 

 ≥ More than 1000 case studies and more than 160 thematic articles on specific aspects  
of individual building types 

 ≥ Based on Birkhäuser’s high international standing in architecture books for academics and 
professionals and comprising a selection of Birkhäuser manuals, enhanced by additional analysis 

 ≥ Comprises currently approx. 5,500 drawings and 2,200 photos 

 ≥ The high-quality architectural drawings are mostly vector-based, drawn to scale  
and available for download 

 ≥ Search options: Full text, architect, building types, decade, height, country, author,  
urban context and four additional search criteria that can be combined 

 ≥ Browse options grant systematic access to all content according to Building Type,  
Urban Context and Morphological Type 

 ≥ A detailed glossary of the typological terms used and more residential and school buildings  
will be added with the 2019 update

 ≥ The forthcoming 2019 update will comprise additional schools, museums, science and technology 
buildings as well as housing. Further annual updates will add new building types and more 
contemporary case studies

“... the careful selection by leading experts and their categorization of projects, together with the intuitive 

navigation and ease of downloading drawings will quickly transform this database into a first stop search  

for information about recent buildings.” 

Janine Henri in ARLIS/NA, June 2016

“The content of the articles does indeed seem authoritative across the different program types addressed ...  

the case study projects reflect a commendably global scope of geographic distribution ... The architects  

of the project buildings are also commendably diverse in terms of their stature within the profession.” 

Terrance Goode in the Journal of Architectural Education, September 2017
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